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Advances in the Endangered Species/Pesticide Labeling Program

According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), approxi-
mately 1.2 billion pounds (540 mil-
lion kilograms) of pesticides are sold
each year in the United States, about
70 percent of which is used in agricul-
ture. Just as many people are becom-
ing more concerned about the public
health aspects of pesticides, the Fish
and Wildlife Service is increasingly
attentive to the effects of these chemi-
cals on fish and wildlife, particularly
Endangered and Threatened species.

The January/February 1989 Bulletin
(Vol. XIV, No. 1-2) outlined the
potential threats posed by pesticides
to the survival and recovery of listed
species and reviewed the expanding
role of the EPA in protecting Endan-
gered and Threatened species from
the harmful effects of pesticides.
Since that time, the EPA, with the as-
sistance of the Service and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA),
has made significant progress in devel-
oping its Endangered Species Protec-
tion Program for pesticide labeling, al-
though an enforceable program is not
expected before 1992. The new EPA
program is intended to fill the gap in
both information about, and the regu-
ladon of, pesticides that may adversely
affect the survival, reproduction, and
food supply of listed species. Once
fully implemented, the program will
improve interagency capabilities to re-
view impacts of pesticides, focus gov-
ernment efforts on the significant
problem areas, and provide meaning-
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The Houston toad (Bufo houstonensis) is jeopardized by exposure to pesticides within its
forest and rangeiand habitats. It is also at risk from the application of mosquito larvicides
due to increasing urbanization of its occupied range.

ful protection to listed species without
unduly constraining pesticide users or
agricultural production.

Under authority of the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide and Roden-
ticide Act (FIFRA), the EPA must reg-
ister (or exempt from registration) any
pesticide before it can be marketed or
used in the United States.
limit the use of any pesticide to pre-

[t may

=NDANGERED SPECIES TECHNICAL BULLETIN Vol. XV No. 12 (1990)

vent unreasonable adverse effects to
Public health and
safety warnings, or other environmen-
tal caurtions, are stated on a label af-
fixed to, or accompanying, the prod-
uct from the point of manufacture.
Once registered, pesticides may only
be legally used in accordance with the
label directions.

the environment.
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